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A.L.R. Library 


State criminal prosecutions of union officer or member for specific physical threats to employer's property or person, in 


connection with labor dispute—modern cases, 43 A.L.R.4th 1141 





Under the statutes of some states, it is made an offense to compel, by malicious threats, a person to do or to refrain from doing 
any act against his or her will.! The purpose of such statutes is to prohibit the making of specified threats intended to compel a 


person to act against the person's will; the gravamen of the offense is the improper influence on another.” 


The compelling of one by threats to sign a statement admitting a violation of law for which one can be indicted and prosecuted” 
or a rapist's threat to hurt his victim if she reports the rape to the police or testifies against him are the types of threats which 
constitute offenses under statutes making it an offense to use threats to compel one to do or refrain from doing any act against 


his or her will.* 
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Observation: 
The crime of "coercion" is separate from extortion and involves the use of force or threat of force to restrict another's freedom of 


action.” While coercion and extortion overlap to the extent that extortion necessarily involves the use of coercive conduct to obtain 


property, the two crimes are distinct.° 
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